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Australia 

My Experience
Oakleigh Orchards - Robert Green







34⁰ 55′ Latitude

350-600m Altitude

1005mm Annual Rainfall

336mm Rain Oct-April



Robert Green Oakleigh Orchards



Cripps Pink  V  Rosy Glow

On The Tree



Cripps Pink  V  Rosy Glow

In The Bin



Block 2013 2014 2015

Rosy Glow (17) 92t/ha
90%

185gms(75mm)

108t/ha
87%

170gms(73.5mm)

99t/ha
90%?

170gms (73.6mm)

Rosy Glow (2) 85t/ha
90%

185gms(75mm)

84t/ha
90%

185gms(75mm)

93t/ha
90%?

185 gms (75mm)

2013-2015 Results
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2015









Block Set-Up

• Intensively planted 3D single row

• 3.5 x 1.0m

• M26 rootstock

• Planted 2003 (12 years 2015)

• Frost free site

• Dripper irrigation

• 10000m3 TRV canopy volume

• Tree height = 1.2x row width

• Straight well supported even trees

• Overhead Net  installed 2011



Netting Design

• Apex is 4.5m high

• 1.2m screw anchors

• 65mm poles at end 
of row

• 50mm internal poles 
on 12m grid

• Apex wire & end 
frames 3.15mm

• Trellis wires 2.5mm



• Designed to fail 
system

• Controlled 
released

• 1st class ↑ 7-10%

• Yield ↑ 10-30%

• Protection from 
Birds, Sun Burn, 
Hail, Wind, Bats, 
Water saving,

• Less high temp 
Stress



Your Number 1 Worst Enemy

Is tree vigour

Take No Prisoners with 
your efforts to control it        



Vigour Management?
• Root prune spring at green 

tip

• Both sides 350-400mm 
deep

• 300-350mm away from 
trunk

• Regalis 1.0kg/Ha at 10% 
bloom

• Regalis .75kg/Ha + 14 days

• 3 post bloom Ethrel720 at 
100-200mls/ha  



Result

• Lots of darts of 
10-15cm in 
length each 
one with a 
strong terminal 
bud.







Pruning?

• Calm pendant fruit units

• Assisted by previous branch 
bending

• Minimal shortening

• Huge winter buds ~ precise 
water, nutrition and vigour 
management

• Pruned to 18-22 branches per 
tree and 1.5 buds per fruit



Thinning?
• Appropriate chemical thinning

• My boots are my best thinner

• Netting can affect fruit set

• Typically one Carbaryl to the tops 
only

• Rosy Glow thins much easier than 
Cripps Pink.

• Bottoms can easily be over thinned 
(I would prefer a tower sprayer)

• Hand thinning is typically 80-120 
hrs /ha

• Target fruit no’s are closely 
monitored

• Completed by Full Bloom +90 Days 



Block 17 Thinning Report



Weekly Fruit Growth Monitoring



Weekly Fruit Growth Monitoring



Other Inputs

• Soil moisture monitoring

• Regular fertigation based 
on soil and leaf tests

• Extenday reflective mat

3-4 weeks before harvest



Harvest

• One Pick 
22/4/15

• SPI 2.5-3 on a 

6 point index

• Pressure 9.4kg

• Brix 14.6⁰

• 99t/ha

• 90% Class 1

• 172 gm 
average 



Maturity



Is 100t per ha possible 
with high quality fruit?

Is it possible every year?

Absolutely
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